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The world is a dangerous place. That is why you're prepared to protect
yourself as well as your |oved ones. Today armyourself for the | egal
fight that happens after an attack. Essential |egal concepts are
illustrated with interesting, sonetines heart-wenching, true life
exanpl es of peopl e defending thensel ves, and how their decisions hel ped,
hurt, or even destroyed their case.) to 911, first responders, and
detectives. Branca, the renowned expert in self-defense |aw, teaches you
steps to nake quick, effective, legally suitable decisions in |ife-and-
death circunstances. H s easy-to-understand anal ysis thoroughly covers
the laws and regul ations of all fifty states. The first fight is for
your life — the second for your liberty. This book, with a foreword by

| egendary use-of -force expert Massad Ayoob, will teach you the powerful
| egal truth that shields your daily life, wealth, and independence.
Andrew F. Avoid being a victim Remain safe from both the physical
assault and the legal aftermath. This thoroughly updated third edition

I ncludes an all new chapter on interacting with the |aw enforcenent,

I ncluding what to say (or not really say!
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Wel|l done for the lay person who wants to | earn how to defend

t hensel ves and their famlies better.. Sonme of the scenarios listed in
t he book are sketchy to say the |least and others it appears woul d have
been justifiable but weren't based on the technical statutes of that

state. | will join with nmany of the other reviewers and say that this
book is a nust read for anybody who has any kind of self-defense weapon
on their person or within their hone. After reading the reserve, |'ve

cone to the sober sunmary that the | aw doesn't seemto favor the
ordinary person who is nmerely trying to guard thensel ves. Li ke he says,
carry a gun which neans you are hard to elimnate, know the | aw which
means you are hard to convict. This is the case as the |egal program
chops up your deadly force encounter, that is nmeasured in secs, into an
esoteric educati onal exercise where the actions of the celebrations are
scrutinized at the the nano-second |evel. You can nearly imagine a panel
of historic philosophers, psychol ogists, and schol ars anal yzing who is
in the right and who is in the incorrect at any provided fraction of
another in the tineline of occasions. In our programof justice, such
reflection is performed by the police, the DA's workpl ace, your defense
| awyer, and a jury of your peers -- fol ks who know not hi ng about the

| aw. The aut hor presents a very sobering view of how the | egal system
wor ks for those who choose to defend thenselves in a violent encounter.
Yes, you m ght have killed the theif, and you may believe that you are
right, if the |legal system choses to pursue your actions, you will have
two outcones; the price tag of your |legal protection as well as your
freedom or, twenty years to life in prison. The author al so conpares
various condition’s |aws and how they nay differ fromothers - often
substantially. The good stuff! Every single shot you fire in self-
defense will becone evaualted by the DA. Very well thought out and
delivered. Three had been deened sel f-defense, as the | ast 3 had been
regarded as attenpted nurder. The defender was convicted on the 3 "bad"
phot os and got a lifestyle sentence plus 90 years. If you shoot 20
rounds in a self-defense case, you are set for a world of difficulty
wWith the justice program Therefore, a magazine with 20 rounds is a

tal e. Lastly, know your state |aws. The author goes to great size to
conpare variations in state law for self-protection. If you' re a gun
owner, or are considering owing a firearm buy this book and consi der
it noney well spent. Expecting a “dry” legal text, rather this book is
amazingly very interesting to read and | eaves one with a far greater
under standi ng of the way the | aw tal ks about deadly force by personal
citizens, while dispelling conmon nyths. The objective of this book, in
nmy opinion, is to forman effective nental attitude for a self-defense
situation. This book really makes you take into account the "un-Iocks"
you m ght have in order to pull a weapon and utilize it. | found it
readabl e | purchased this book after seeing a confident review on a

di scussion forum from anot her di scussi on board nenber who took a |ive
course with Andrew.l found it easy to read, entertaining and



informative. | ama |awer (but no encounter with this section of |aws
at all since | aw school years back), and believe that it is well-suited
to the general reader, in addition to to attorneys or others nore
famliar with | egal concepts and approaches - the author doesn't over-
sinpl fy conplex principles, but also nakes the topic matter easily
approachable.l also quite definitely appreciate that the author

mai ntains a website with up-to-date rules revisions and new case | aw,
along with providing commentary on | atest news stories / reports of
defensive (or, regrettably, not) firearns use. H's notto: you get a gun
and that neans you wan't be easy to kill, buy his book which neans you
wan't be an easy task to convict.|l believe this book is an incredibly
val uabl e reference for anyone who owns a firearmthat could be found in
a self-defense situation, and without hesitation would reconmmend it to
the responsible firearmowner. It is well witten, in an infornmal

| anguage, that neans it is very easy to conprehend and very difficult to
put down once you have started reading it. Andrew Branca has studied the
case law in every 50 states and provides you the a reasonably
conprehensi ve review. You get the 5 key ingredients for a successful
self-protection case with how different says treat them The difference
bet ween Castl e doctrine, Stand your ground and sel f-defense. In order to

prevail, it would seemthat each person will need a |aw | evel from
Harvard, and the ability to slow down tine in the event of |lethal force
ci rcunstance. Andrew Branca and Massad Ayoub will be the | eading experts
of this type and both are nmust exam ne. After reading this reserve, | am
planning to take his class as well. Inpressive, well witten book with
consi derabl e informati on applicable to | egal issues associated with

| ethal force We aminpressed with this reserve. | live in NEW YORK and

recently took a conceal ed bring course (which is required here in front
of you conceal ed carry permt becom ng issued). Usually do not rely only
this author's info and denonstration. | didn't know very well what to
expect; but, | nust say, | amextrenely inpressed with this publication.
Plenty of good material in one place. That said, this book does an
extrenely fine job of approaching this with the ever present caveat that
laws in all jurisdictions are fluid factors. The bul k of the book

expl ores fundanental |egal principles involved with deadly force
applications, alongside case | aw discussions applicable to specific

hi storic instances in which deadly force was used.|l honestly did not
expect that this book would be so captivating. A nust read Wien it cones
to knowng the law wth regards to defending yourself, this is actually
the book to read. Use it in your legal library.5 Stars. Good
Information. Overall, useful book. Denonstration of information needs
function. Better than average. | purchased this book since it was well
revi ewed. About 3. Holy typo, Batman |'d have given this book a good
4-stars if it weren't for the incredibly distracting and prolific typos
littering every single chapter of the reserve. Did the author not hire
an editor? And how offers it managed to get to a third edition with each



one of these typos still intact? The content itself was great. Each
chapter succinctly addresses each prinmary part of self-defense, with
useful advice on the way. Good read Surprisingly easy read. O sonething
simlar to that.you nay have killed the bad guy, and you may feel that
you are . A nust browse for just about any serious gun owner. M. Banca
descri bes in obvious detail how the justice systemtal ks about using
firearns for self-defense in easy to understand | anguage that sonetines
I s hunorous, and al so providing interesting case studies. Focusing on
how t he | egal program can | ook at a self-defense shooting, what's and
isn’t regarded acceptable use of deadly force, can be an attention
opener for the responsible gun owner.This book is a nust read for all
gun owners. On several occasions, while reading, | believed that | oss of
life or serious bodily injury mght actually be an excellent option
given the real possibility of jail for the rest of ny life, a fate that
coul d be assigned by a gun hostile jury or sone real error | made in the
deadl y encounter. Infact, the last third of this book, is a thorough

di gest of every state rules for a neriad of serif-defense issues. Your
life could possibly be dangling froma political string. Read this book
before you wal k around town with a gun in your belt as well as keeping a
gun under your pillow at hone. It appears to ne that author really has

| earned his stuff.There were a few cases of material / concepts that
were substantially repeated only a paragraph or two from previous,
simlar instances (*not really* in the chapter sunmari es which are

provi ded after every chapter) a better job of editing m ght have
addressed, but that did not, IMHO detract fromthe overall value of the
info presented or the style in which it had been presented and
explained. Extrenely informative w thout having to be dry and painful to
read. Lifesaving advice Excellent read. Because the witer pointed out,
there is a case where a subject fired 6 photos. Very inportant details
for anybody contenplating gun ownership. Hal fway through it up to now.
As others have stated it is very scary to know at | east the solicitor
can bankrupt you and your famly for protecting yourself or your

famly.. As well as an overzeal ous prosecutor which has an agenda. For

all of those folks with high capacity periodicals, heed this warning. It
really is inpossible to create a book that is thorough and explicit on
the | aws and regul ati ons of concealed carry in all jurisdictions. This
guy is a genuine expert. Geat resource.
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