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The explosion ripped a gaping hole in the bottomof the aircraft and
j ammed the hydraulic handles. On June 12, 1972, a powerful expl osion
rocked Anerican Airlines Airline flight 96 a nere five mnutes after its
takeof f fromDetroit. Mracul ously, despite the harm and ensui ng chaos,
the pilots were able to I and the plane properly. Less than two years

| ater, on March 3, 1974, an abrupt, forceful blowout tore through Turk
Hava Yol lari (THY) Airline flight 981 fromParis to London. What caused
the nystical explosions? it crashed in a forest in France, and non-e of
t he 346 peopl e onboard survived. THY Airline flight 981 was not as | ucky
as Airline flight 96; Could they are prevented? How were they |inked?
The Flight 981 Disaster addresses these questions and many nore,
offering a fascinating insiders' appear at two dramatic avi ation
di sasters.
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(Kindle Edition) The books < The NTSB knew, the conpany knew, but still
band- ai ds had been applied, baggage handl ers were bl amed and t he pl anes
kept flying. Good Read, Well crafted. Covering every |ast conceivable
details, one mght wonder if a new book could add anything brand-new. It
describes in great detail the back-door dealings which inturn resulted
inthe . And it can so in style by a first class witer, unlike so may
drably witten protection books by airline pilots. Chittum has done an
excellent job on that score. That part reads |like a thriller. The nost

i nportant of the inmedi ate post-Wndsor fixes, within Service Bulletin
52-37, was the re-establishing of the cargo door’s |lock pins. Unti
flight 981. But it wasn't his fault. Just one nore fascinating tidbit
that hadn’t occurred to nme: the uncanny synchroni zati on of the W ndsor
and Paris events with the Watergate scandal. This al one could have

I ncreased the quantity of force had a need to close the vent door to 215
| bs, rendering it inpossible to force shut, even m nus the support
plate. | couldn’t find nention of this anywhere in the publication,

t hough that could be ny oversight. Wat she fails to nention is
certainly that the hydraulic system had diversity specifically in order
to avoid single point failures and afford aircraft control in case of
reduction of two out fromthe three systens. My attention drifted briefly
t hrough the prol onged bi os of McDonnell and Dougl as. Going back to the
1800s, we have been infornmed that Douglas’ dad was “a cashier at a Wall
Street bank and a devoted sail or who exceeded al ong his |ike of

sail boats and the sea to his son..” | wouldn't possess m nded this sort
of personal portait, except that it continued for too many web pages.
VWhile | wouldn't take concern that MD was guilty of covering up

I nformati on, obsessed with profit margins, if you ask ne this was not
really a “worst case” exanple of corporate greed, as sone seem suggest.
While MD were in denial, they were probably convinced the entranceway
probl em had been solved. Unlike state the case of the *GW grab trucks,
where cost-benefit outcones in an “acceptabl e” nunber of deaths, no
conpany in its right mnd would deliberately risk a record-breaking air
di saster with hundreds of death in one swoop. If MD coul d possess
foreseen the Paris disaster they m ght have fixed the problem

I mredi ately. A Paris crash would be (and even was) a nost unwel cone bl ow
to the image of the DC-10. It really is easy in hindsight to say the
engi neers nust have foreseen this particular failure node, but then
everything is nmuch clearer in hindsight. Was hi gher nmanagenent alert to
It? Could MD possess foreseen the faulty paperwork?l really do have one
i ssue with the book regarding its very short retelling of the UA 232
(Sioux Gty crash). Human character being what it really is, M nost
likely felt the entranceway was safe by March of 1974.Finally, though
sensitive stuff, it could be nice if future additions included the
Dougl as support team s spine chilling hand witten observations of the
early Turkish Airlines’ [THY] DC- 10 operation. For instance, “F/E s

[ FI i ght Engi neers] do not recognize a nmal functioning airplane .



Failure to recogni ze wei ght and bal ance errors as high as 40, 000
pounds. One | ast thought. . .The F/E's stare at the N1 [thrust], but do
nothing it doesn't matter how high | ow or staggered the N1 RPM may be.
As soneone who functions in aviation protection, it is quite

di sheartening with stories enmerge that display our industry acting with
techni ques counter to security. " If any of 981’ s passengers had read
t hese reviews before boarding flight 981, nmany woul d surely possess
cancel ed. I ndeed the Flight 981 story says al nost as nuch about the
Turkish Airlines of 1974 (which can by no neans be when conpared to
hugely safer Turkish Airlines of of today) since it does about MD. They
are intertw ned throughout, and I MO at |east, his brand-new book,
conbined with the Wkipedia entry as well as the standard accounts of

t he accident, have a tendency to skinp or ignore entirely this nost
fascinating area of the narrative. All said, this reserve is a nost

wel cone conpanion to the earlier two. Anong the better surroundi ngs

i nvestigation books |I’'ve read. Ms. Devel oping DC-10 cargo doorways can
seem | i ke “anci ent background’, but Turkish Airlines trip 981 is stil
the fourth-deadliest plane crash in aviation history, killing all 346
peopl e onboard in French woods in 1973. The cargo door was bl aned for
the incident, which hadn't been shut correctly in Detroit by floor
personnel. This is a significant engagi ng book, and cones at an
extrenely opportune tinme. The crew | anded using differential engine
thrust, a practice the Captain, recently qualified, had actually
prepared for in a air travel sinulator.The next accident, suffered by a
Turkish Airlines THY DC-10 in 1974, flying Paris-London, led to 346
fatalities, and was the worst aviation disaster in history at that tine.
The exact sane flaw caused the accident, a rear cargo door having

cl osed, but not in fact |ocked, which failed and caused a
depressuri zati on and subsequent |ack of all hydraulic capacity to boost
flight handles. In the aftermath of the initial incident, an
Airworthiness Directive (AD) was supposed to be enacted by the FAA in
order to push operators of the new DC-10 to fix the issue, but rather a
gentl eman's contract by the CEO of MDonnell Douglas aircraft to the FAA
superseded this formal design flaw fix. This book exam nes both
accidents, their aftermath and the aircraft design, manufacturer and the
corporate culture of both the aircraft nmaker and the aviation
authorities. It details the incident investigation of the THY DC- 10
specifically, and the realization that a fatal flaw hadn't been re-
designed or repaired by the aircraft producer. If the cargo door cl osing
i ssue had been fixed, nost nost likely the second fatal accident

woul dn't have occurred.| highly recomrend this publication/audi obook if
Interested in aviation history, aircraft accidents or bureaucratic m s-
neasures. Crimnal acts used by Douglas Aircraft Co. and "The Last Nine
M nut es"” have al ready been the typical references for THY air travel

981. This book was well-witten and engagi ng. . Exposing these tales and
retelling them for brand-new generations to understand fromis inportant



and Ms. Specifically engaging was the previously untold tale of
journalists Paul Eddy and El aine Potter (Destination D saster authors)
and their surreptitious detective function where they risked arrest in
copyi ng thousands of private docunents, w thout which we woul d not have
had t hese books, nor the entire tale. And could they have ever guessed
that a nechanic at Turkish Airlines would performthe unthinkable, turn
the | ock pins the wong way, and extinguish the door's cockpit caution
i ght? Two Accidents, One Fatal Flaw Uncovered This new book exam nes
two accidents involving the new (in 1972-4) MDonnel |l Douglas DC- 10.
Chittum uses a very broad brush to indict the hydraulic program style of
the DC-10. As anot her exanple, the evidence is not definately not beyond
reasonabl e doubt that Turkish Airlines practiced unauthorized

mai nt enance, including disarmng or extinguishing the cargo door caution
mechani sns, addi ng unaut hori zed netallic fillers (shins), and nobst
critically, re-setting the locking pins in the contrary direction to

t hat suggested by the Program Bull etin, making the door even easier to
cl ose, so that once the baggage handler at Paris pulled down on the vent
door, he felt alnobst no resistance. However what separates this tale,
and this publication, fromnost aviation crashes is the real story of
the conmprom sed style, testing, and then the high-level cover-up. The
diversity of the hydraulic programwas simlar to other manufacturers at
that tinme. The FAA noved quickly to reexam ne and upgrade requirenents
for unconstrained rotor burst to account for what, up that tine, had not
been consi dered possible trajectories fromthis kind of engine failure
and al so insist on damage detection neans (e.g., shutoff valves to

i sol ate portions of the hydraulic systens). Theoretically, by 1974 every
pl ane shoul d have experienced a support plate and the readjusted | ock
pi n establishing, and therefore a 400 | b safety barrier should have

st ood between your door and its own handl er. The increased | oss of UA
232 was not due to the sanme type of negligence and poor style that
brought down flight 981. A major Douglas DC- 10 accident after takeoff
fromParis, France This was the aircraft accident that never must have
occurred. Critical activities that should have taken place were by no
means taken and many lives were lost. It is a detailed account of two

I ncidents fromthe first 1970's that is extrenely interesting and
riveting. It was a known faulty design. There was a precursor incident,
Anerican Airlines flight 96 that also |ost a cargo door because of the
sanme cause. However this account, the 1st in a new series of books on
airline disasters, doesn’t just rehash what we know, but provi des many
unpredi cted new details... Very useful. It describes in great fine
detail the back-door dealings which unfortunately led to the premature
dem se of innocent passengers. It describes in great details the total

i nsufficient oversight by the FAA. My fervent wish is definitely this
type of oversight failure under no circunstances occur in order to put
lives in peril. Five Stars Excellent reading. An extrenely well authored
book, in the sane vein as the i1ssues raised on the Sm thsoni an Channel.



| nportant accident, now again relevant. Wwen it blew out, the rear fl oor
col |l apsed, producing a total hydraulic failure, rendering the aircraft
unflyable by airline flight controls. The initial, an Anmerican DC 10
flying between Detroit and Buffalo in 1972, finished with a successful
and secure | anding back Detroit after a back cargo door failed follow ng
the aircraft pressurized around 11,000 feet as the aircraft was
clinmbing. Needs Photos Needs a gray scal e photo section. You can find
stories here of travellers and pilots, existence and death. The truth
that shrapnel fromthe catastrophic engine failure resulted in harmto
all three systens was an effect of not really understanding the |evel of
trajectories easy for this type of failure. In the beginning a non-

Engl i sh-speaki ng ranper was bl aned for not really securing the door
correctly. In judging McDonnell Douglas specifically, it pays to

under stand nore just what was done rather than conpleted, and by whom
and overl ooked by the FAA I ed to an accident that never should have
happened. Desti nati on Di saster>l do have a few criticisns, the nost
crucial being the relatively truncated and i nconpl ete account of the
contributing elenments to the crash. | experienced no idea the disgusting
truth included a | ate-ni ght phone call “gentleman's agreenent” between

t he boss of McDonnell Douglas and the FAA, hidden fromthe NTSB and the
general public.
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