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Look closely at any typically "American" article of clothing nowadays,
and you may be surprised to visit a Japanese | abel inside.ln Amretora,
cultural historian W David Marx traces the Japanese assim |l ation of
Anerican style over the past hundred and fifty years, displaying how
Japanese trendsetters and entrepreneurs m m cked, adapted, inported, and
ultimately perfected American design, dramatically reshaping not only
Japan's culture but also our own in the procedure. in fact, nmany of the
basic itens and traditions of the present day Anerican closet are alive
and wel | today because of the stewardship of Japanese consuners and
fashi on cognoscenti, who ritualized and preserved these Anerican styles
during periods if they had been out of vogue within their native
property. From high-end denimto oxford button-downs, Japanese designers
have taken the classic American | ook-known as anetora, or "Anerican
traditional"-and turned it into a | arge business for conpanies |ike
Uni ql o, Kamakura T-shirts, Evisu, and Kapital. This phenonenon is
conponent of an extended di al ogue between Japanese and Aneri can fashi on;
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G eat reserve! Brands that previously operated only in japan narket
began appearing to get all over the world. | got to understand the
brands t hrough sone fanatics skinny jeans and al so scanned nagazi ne
pages, which showed nme a totally new universe. Since then, access to
products from Japan rose sharply. | discovered japanese nmade cl ot hes

t hrough foruns and websites. | also acquired the opportunity to know the
united states and see a little bit of it all. But how they surely got to
that tinme was still a nystery to ne, why couldn't it be like that in
Brazil too?What Anmora will is unify all this information through very
extensive research. E." ?????????????? The Fascinating H story of Style
I n Japan! Reading is light and the buil d-up nakes a very exciting plot.
The book has | ess than 300 web pages that tal k about the Ivy style in
Japan, the united states denimreproductions, vintage lifestyle,

wor kwear, the avant-garde, and streetwear concept brands. | would
recommend this book | bought a set of original Japanese slacks in a
second hand | ook for 2€. These periodicals, witten by |overs, had taken
on the function of describing the "rules"” of Anmerican clothes, encoding
all styles in categories such as "lvy", "Heavy Duty", etc. If a Japanese
wi shed to use lIvy League clothes in the early '60s, he had no older as a
reference point and so had to resort to the mass nedia to tell you what
to buy and how exactly to make use of. you can't find ivy, you can't

di scover workwear, you can't discover high style, at |east not quickly
and without large inport duties. | cane across this to be a very

I nteresting factor because we're in an identical boat within Brazil.
There are no references inside our society for individuals who want to
gown well, or those such as a design in Brazil. Wll done. Even new
creative brands don't have many resources due to operating costs, or
access to knowl edge and expertise to go beyond the surface of their
notivation... The Anerican style in Japan had not been a copy, but even
nore of a filtered version by through the eyes of "influencers"These
authors were nmainly notivated by catal ogs, and as japan rew nore
confident, nmagazi nes decreased the"cake recipes”". If a brand really
wants to introduce a new product it requirenents to explain howto use
that item show references, creates "rules", fight backslash of
custoners, etc. W remain at the stage of how exactly to tie a tie, not
to ride your customHarley wearing flip flops, etc. There is absolutely
no diversity of designs. Sounds |like the Japan in the first stages of
"Anetora"! Unfortunately we don't have magazi nes and fol ks creating
content so cool, but fortunately we've the internet and books like this
one! Insights on Japanese Itself Through Japanese Pop Fashi on A genui ne
page turner for anybody obsessed with Japan, Japanese history and
Japanese pop culture and fashion. Read it for the history, cultural
aspect, and thrilling story of sonme awesone entrepeneurs. His crisp
prose is frequently split up by photos, allow ng even those with limted
fashion | exicons to check out the styles that progressed (and

del i berately regressed) through the decades. This brisk and highly



enjoyable read is at its greatest when it tells the tales of the
eccentric, sharply-dressed Japanese entrepreneurs who i nnovated their
personal country’s fashion by properly replicating Arerica’ s. The well -
connected, bilingual author W Learn how Haraj uku becanme what it really
i s today, about the greasers dancing nearby in Yoyogi recreation area,
about the annals of product fetish journals, and how Tokyo youth putting
on lvy --lvy |league clothing -- actually had no idea of its origins.
Exciting | ook at Japan comng fromits fashion As sonmeone whose deci sion
to pick up this publication had nore related to Japanophilia than a
pastinme in fashion, | was relieved to find that Ametora packs enough
entertai ning anecdotes on tradition, history, and economi cs to interest
even the dowdi est readers. "Anetora" is a wonderful appearance at a
cross-section of contenporary Japanese history "Anetora” is a wonderfu
appearance at a cross-section of nodern Japanese history. Page-turning
and filled with information Anetora's introduction includes a quotation
by WIlliam G bson- fitting, since it was his twitter where | actually
first heard about this book. I've read a | ot of books such as this, on
Japanese baseball -- CGotta Have Wa -- and tons on Yakuza and bozozuko --
Speed Tribes is really great. A nust-browse if you're interested in
Japan or fashion/design. The annals of nmenswear in Japan, is actually an
echo of the postwar history of Japan and it can be a real page turner.
Excel l ent read, very well researched This was a page-turner even for ne,
a man who isn't all that into Fashion or Style.. the nore recent

I nformati on and anal ysis was | ess engagi ng. Essentially, people (like
nysel f and nost |ikely you, since you're reading this) that want in

cl othing, aesthetics, production, and the fine infornmation on things are
t he people who are going to get worked up about this subject. However, |
believe that the subject is a lot nore broadly interesting than it m ght
appear on the surface. and the fine details of things are the people who
are goi ng . Anyone could nake a nonfiction book infornmative, many can
make them entertai ning- plus sone deeply thought-provoking. | don't
believe that the reserve ever totally delivers on its tagline and tells
me how Japan preserved Anerican style, but | could over | ook that. Five
Stars Great book! Then | bought the hardcover version. Marx will take
the reader from pre-War Japan up to the present day day through all of

t he devel opnents in nen's style. | learned a whole lot fromthis book,
it's even nore of a history book than | expected it to be. The nonent |
finished I went right to the beginning and read it again. A nust-read
for anybody with an interest in fashion, economcs, history, or cultural
i nterchange. |l highly reconend it actually if you're not really into
fashion and cl othes. The book incorporates plenty of great anecdotes,
such as the tinme when Japanese Ivy buffs on their first visit to anerica
in the late '60s were dismayed to find Harvard undergrads slouching to
cl ass dressed down in sandals and informal clothes. But this one is
really well witten and tells a great historical story. David Marx has
expertly chronicled a subject few others will be qualified to deal wth.



Primarily, the publication teaches that Japanese fashion trends imtate
a lot nore than blaze fresh trails -- certainly, that Japan itself, al
together, since Meji, is usually a studied imtation of the West. Brands
are pretty much all the sane, and follow the sanme suggestions. Five
Stars great read! But Marx manages to acconplish all three with his
fasci nati ng background of japan obsession with Anerican fashion, from
bl ack mar ket bl ue-jeans to young Anmericans redi scovering classic
collegiate style in the painstakingly researched webpages of Consi der
vy, and all of the subtle adaptations along the way. Still, a book
enjoyed. the better it was the further back in its history the research
proceeded to go, the better it had been. | think that the group that
woul d i magi ne thensel ves interested in this book is fairly small. but

i nteresting overall!One of the nbost interesting factors in the reserve
Is howit all describes the function of nen's style publications. |
woul d recommend this book. Well docunented | originally bought the
kindle edition of this book and browse it straight thru to the end.

t hanks!. Yet Marx captivates the reader wth this excellent and
amazingly well-research trip fromthe influences of Anerican "style" in
postwar tines to nodern, everyday style in Japan. Though | lived in
Japan for many years and speak the | anguage fluently, Mrx del ved very
much further into a level of fine detail and origins of "American
Traditional" and its broad influence on therefore a | ot of Japanese
busi ness and casual use than | ever understood. If you lived in Japan
within the last 70 years, you'll gain a deeper understandi ng of how and
why Japanese fashions evolved in each decade, and why they are what they
are today. My only nit to choose is what seens to ne to be Marx's
shoehorning in of road/"bape" fashion fad into the narrative, which
woul d at nost effective be described as Anrekaji, not really Anetora --
and at nost severe referred to as, well sonething very nuch worse. That
apart, it is still a remarkably fascinating story that suits the
subtitle well -- "How Japan Saved Anerican Style. David Marx tracked
many inportant figures and obscure clues to trace a narrative that
clarifies the devel opnent of nen's fashion market in Japan, through the
I nt ake behavi or, creation, and content. | had no proven fact that this
I ssue of jeans could be so interesting! Five Stars Geat Gft for
anyone! Five Stars Very interesting japanese fashi on background and
great tale telling around people |eading the devel opnent. | do agree

t hat Japan provi des refined and superior many areas of American
menswear, but | believe it's a stretch out to say that it preserved it.
Davi d does a great job explaining the annals and intimate connections of
the mndset that is included with denim and how the rel ati onship was
suffering fromtrends and i nnovati on.
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