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For 30 years Roger Fouts has pioneered conmuni cation with chi npanzees

t hrough si gnal | anguage--beginning with a m schi evous baby chi np naned
Washoe. It has additionally produced Fouts an outspoken opponent of

bi onedi cal experinentation on chi npanzees. A voyage of scientific

di scovery and interspecies conversation, that is a stirring tale of
friendshi p, courage, and conpassion which will change forever the way we
wat ch our biological--and spritual--followi ng of kin. This extraordinary
book describes Fout's odyssey from novice researcher to superstar
scientist to inpassioned crusader for the privileges of pets. Living and
conversing wth these sensitive creatures has given hima profound
appreci ation of what they are able to coach us about oursel ves.
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Animal s are people, too! | really believe it should be required reading
in schools in the united states. Unfortunately, alnost all if humans in
this world don't trust that logic, and a | arge nunber of aninmals,

I ncl udi ng chi npanzees, are routinely kidnapped fromtheir natural
habitats and bred in captivity for the only real purpose of taking part

i n bionmedical research.)Please, | desire everyone to read this book.
Eventual |y "Proj ect Washoe" expanded to add nany chi npanzees, all who

di scovered to communi cate with human bei ngs using ASL and denonstrat ed
excl usive personalities, conplex feelings, and astoundi ng cl everness.
Fouts. An extrenely funny, infuriating This book is a |ife-changer.

Chi npanzees are people, too, as nuch as human beings are. The reserve is
witten by Roger Fouts, a primatol ogi st who devoted his existence to
studyi ng the | anguage patterns of chinpanzees. Wth Chi npanzees in the
open bei ng endangered species and with this government promsing to
Retire their chi npanzees who' ve been suffering in their nedica

| abratories for decades —it is period for all us to raised understand
our Next O Kin. Sadly, this leads himto be required to select fromhis
chimp friends, and his fellow scientific peers.faunafoundation. The story
foll ow Roger Fouts' career, froma young graduate student, to a gl obal
authority on chi npanzee comuni cati on and behavior. Itemarrived
pronptly.) Parts of this reserve are incredibly depressing and difficult
to learn, but hopefully |earning about the terrible ways aninals are
treated will inspire visitors to take action. An extrenely enjoyabl e,

t hought - provoki ng read about conmunicating with our nearest genetic
cousins, the chinps. | am hoping other readers get as nuch out of this
book as | did. My FAVORI TE book ever! | keep this publication on ny

ni ght desk. ("Followng O Kin" and "N m Chi npsky" are ny very favorite
books of all time). |I've read this book nore than once. "Next of Kin: M
Conversations w th Chinpanzees" is anong the nost amazi ng,

heart br eaki ng, and inspirational books |'ve ever read. This book

provi des a bounty of |aughs and tears while adeptly defogging what it
really is to be a | ab pet, both then now. You won't ever forget the

| i ves of Washoe and her famly nenbers: Mja, Dar, Tatu and Loulis.
These chi npanzee's, and al so other chinps that nmy Dr. Roger Fouts
taught, communicated wth human bei ngs by speaking in Anerican Slgn
Vocabul ary (ASL). (N m Chi npsky is definitely another chinpanzee from
this tinme. Wiile in graduate coll ege, Roger was rel eased to Washoe, a
precoci ous yout hful chinp who becanme fluent in Anerican |Indication
Language. It wll change you forever, for the good. |In nmany cases,

nmedi cal | aboratories house animals in appalling conditions and actually
torture themto loss of |ife. Today, Tatu and Loulis are the | ast

survi ving chinpanzees fromthe | anguage studi es applications. They
reside happily in Sanctuary at the Fauna Base (http://ww. | absolutely

| oved this book. Speaking Up for Qur Evolutionary Siblings M. The
Injustice O Man There's reasonable this book is ranked so highly, and
that's because it's an extrenely well told story. Reading it produced ne



feel near Washoe and her chinpanzee friends, despite the fact that |
never nmet sonme of them before. Were Jane Goodall surely got to observe
wild chinps in Gonbe, and research their natural |ives, Fouts works with
"domestic" chinps, with the goal of teaching them sign vocabulary, and
studying how they learn and utilize it.The books is quite entertaining
and incredi bly engaging, and at tines, heart breaking. It described the
plight of chinps used in nedical research, how these intelligent,
sentient creatures spend their entire |lives, which may be decades, in
little cages with no contact with their own kind, and no nental

stinmul ation. The reserve falls solidly into evol utionary expl anati ons

t hrough behavi oral observations. "Next of Kin" details the horrors that
conti nue nowadays at bionedical | aboratories, and chronicles the
gui del i nes Fouts and ot her animal activists have taken to protect

chi npanzees fromgetting treated i nhunmanel y. The nost touching part was
his reunion after a 13 year separation along with his friend Booee, who
remenbered him and renmenbered his signs, though he presumably hadn't
used themin so | ong. Booee was taken away fromhim and used in a

bi onedi cal | aboratory, where he was injected wwth Hepatitis.A
fascinating point is made in regards to human bei ngs using animals for
checks, and that is that we seek to dehumani ze that which we don't
grasp. Humans have used humans for slaves, Nazis utilized Jews for

nmedi cal experinents, or nore until the 1970s the US governnent was
running a syphilis research on unknowi ng bl ack mal es. Four Stars
Recommend! Fouts chal |l enges such scientific notables as B. | just hope
that day isn't too much off. M. A remarkable story onits own.) this
book is one of nmy favorites in ny ow library, and | extrenely suggest
It. Exactly as expected Exactly as expected. Launch by Jane Goodall.

Rel eased by Harper. Copyright 2003 (1997). Paperback. The publication
has a nice stability between personal encounters with the various chinps
who are categorized as his care and attention and the scientific

concl usions that cane about while observing them | admre everything
that Fouts, his famly nenbers, and his coll eagues did to protect

chi npanzees, who are our next of kin on the great evolutionary |evel.
The chi npanzee | anguage studies of the '60-'70's proved how intelligent
chi npanzees truly are. These snmart chinpanzees talk to humans vi a

| ear ned sign | anguage—and they need our safety. | hope you' ll find them
as amazing as |'ve. The author explains how they found satisfy in 1967
and the unexpected career route it sent himon. Fouts's 1997 nenoir
attenpts to break through the wall structure of individual denial,
arrogance, and self-interest in order to have us understand chi npanzees
as nore than just lower-level primates. Chinp culture 'Next of Kin' is
the tale of Roger Fout's conversation wth Chinpanzees, including his
gr oundbr eaki ng communi cation using sign | anguage. Despite that (due to
that? This book gives sone deep insights into chi npanzees - their
capability to communi cate and socialise, as well as their genera
intellect which is far above everything you m ght anticipate. In



expl ai ni ng how Chi nps have the ability to conceptualise ideas and
desires through sign | anguage, Fouts hel ps us to understand how we
formed human | anguages. We devel oped sophi sticated spoken | anguages
because it provided us a evolutionary advantage. Less conmonly

under stood can be that the take action of vocalising phrases is
intimately |linked to body | anguage. For this reason Chinps can | earn
sign language and it's also why autistic children often begin to speak
only after learning sign |language. But it’'s the way Fouts ties his
observati ons and encounters with chinps to the bigger picture story of
vocabul ary/ comruni cati on, devel opnent and the shared human-chi npanzee
ancestry that makes this such an excellent read. Chinps, being highly
social animals, aren't so different fromhumans with regards to their
have to have a community to interact with. Anyone who queries an
animal's capability to think or feel will get a sharp actuality check
after scanning this book.F. An extrenely funny, infuriating, heart-
breaki ng, and triunphant nmenoir. Should be designated reading for all

t eenagers. AN EXTREMELY Enj oyabl e, Thought - provoki ng Read Next of Kin,
My Conversations wth Chi npanzees by Roger Fouts with Stephen Tuke
MIls. (Unfortunately, Washoe passed away |ast fall at age 42, but | am
hoping to visit nenbers of her famly nenbers at the Chi npanzee and

| ndi vi dual Communi cation Institute in WAshi ngton soneday.org). It
deserves way nore than 5 cel ebrities. Through his career are trials and
troubles, but Fouts generally tries his best to overcone them while
keepi ng his chi npanzee charges interests at heart. The story nmainly
revol ves around his romantic relationship with a lady chinp called
Washoe. This publication was a birthday gift. There can be hunor,

I nsi ght, success, and sorrow recounted by the self-effacing M.Il"'ve been
a big animal lover, but reading this reserve taught ne so many things
that | hardly ever understood before. 'Next of Kin' covers such topics
as how sign vocabul ary was the stepping rock to the creation of human
bei ng vocabul ary, the ethics of using chinps in bionedical research, the
annal s of Western culture's sights on man bei ng superior and,
consequently, having dom nion total various other creatures, our DNA
simlarity to other primates, the politics revolving around scientific
grants, and the horrible treatnent and living conditions where primtes
endure. 420 pages. The book ultimately ends on a fairly happy note, but
the separations are agonizing to read about, and | found ny eyes welling
with tears on nore than one occasion.|l believe later on we'll | ook back
and not have the ability to imagi ne how we inprisoned and experi nent ed
on our evolutionary cousins. Roger Fouts can be a hero, and Washoe is
anong the nost conpelling character types |I've read about in quite a
whil e. Must Read Anong the best & nobst tragi c books |I've ever read. A
this is condetrmed now, and is certainly unthinkable in today's world,
but as we nove fromone point, we replace it with another, and it seens
that we've transferred to chinps right now. Four Stars interesting read
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