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Drawi ng upon the renenbrances of elders who al so had been born in the
first 1900s and saw the | ast masked Yup’' i k dances before m ssionary
efforts pressured their decline, Agayuliyararput is certainly a
assortnent of first-person accounts of the rich culture encircling
Yup’' i k masks. Rem ni scences about the cultural setting of masked danci ng
are grouped into chapters on the traditional Yup’'ik cerenonial cycle,

t he usage of masks, existence in the gasgiq (communal nmen’s hone), the
supression and revival of masked danci ng, nmaskmaki ng, and dance and
tune. The full-length, unannotated stories are conplete with top
features of oral storytelling such as repetition and digression; the
vocabul ary of the English translation conmes after the Yup ik idiomas
closely as possible. Tales by thirty-three elders from around

sout hwestern Al aska, provided in parallel Yup' ik and English texts,

i nclude a wealth of information regarding the creation and function of
masks and t he surroundi ngs where they flourished. The subjects of the
stories and the nmasks designed to acconpany themare the Arctic pets,
bei ngs, and organic forces on which humans depended. Tal es are grouped
geographically, representing the Yukon, Kuskokwi m and coast al

areas. This book will be treasured by the Yup'ik residents of

sout hwestern Al aska and a gl obal audi ence of |inguists, folklorists,
ant hropol ogi sts, and art historians.
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Meade and Fi enup- R ordan have done sone amazing function in preserving
the data of the el ders Meade and Fi enup- Ri ordan have done sonme amazi ng
work in preserving the know edge of the elders, which book is zero
exception. The English translations are published al ongside the Yup'ik
transcriptions, and the idiomis certainly imtated in addition to
possi ble. Great source! A Yup-ik discovery.People with a genui ne
interest in Yup'ik culture, either for connecting with their own
ancestry or to gain understanding of the lives of additional peoples,
will get a lot out of this book... | actually was on the search for
fascinating tribal stories and | ran across this book conme up with by
Mari e Meade. To see the dances in person is one thing that the reserve
may never have the ability to match, but to |learn the book and then see
the dance lets you read into the stories and becone part of them Not
only achieved it contain beautiful pictures, but the tales that went
with the original nmasks were well traslated and | could nmake nore
feeling of the Yup-ik tribes and their historic traditions. This really
does sonet hing towards conveying the differences in worl dview conveyed
I n the | anguage.
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