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Revised edition: 15-June-2015 within the latest developments, with updates about some companies
and people mentioned in earlier editions.Bitcoin and the Bitcoin Ecosystem tells the fascinating story

of the people and technologies which have given rise to a fresh industry and a fresh thought
process about money. From the cypherpunks of the 1970's to the elusive Satoshi Nakamoto to the
Winklevoss twins, the globe of bitcoin is populated with interesting people. This reserve will serve as
a primer for those who are not used to bitcoin but have some familiarity with basic computer ideas
and just a little bit of math.The technologies behind bitcoin, and moreover the unique way that they
were combined to solve a difficult problem - how to prevent virtual currencies from getting spent

more often than once - are equally important. These are the miners, digital wallets, bitcoin
exchanges and bitcoin purchase vehicles that are the bitcoin ecosystem.We introduce you for some
of the companies, many backed by venture capital, that are hoping to introduce bitcoin to a wider
human population and prosper from its adoption. The assets list will guide you to the best sources

for more specialized details and historical background.
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