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Decentralized, off-grid power supplies such as for exanple mcro-
hydr opower can be perceived as expensive investnents by poor countries
| i ke Nepal. Indicators associated with inconme, education, gender
equality, maternal and kid health and environnental effect were neasured
in villages benefiting from m cro-hydropower, conpared w th nei ghboring
villages lacking any electricity supply. This publication describes
research into the devel opnent gains taken to such villages, neasured
when it cones to progress towards reaching the mll enni um advancenent
goals. Can these investnents end up being justified by the huge benefits
that electricity brings to villages in renote control nountai nous
regi ons? Where busi nesses that exploited the new energy supply have been
began, the incone benefits were even nore marked. The househol d i ncone
benefits and cost savings connected with an electricity supply were
found to becone considerable, also to outweigh the expenditure costs of
m cr o- hydropower over the duration of an set up. The cunul ative
advancenent advantages were found to far outweigh the investnent costs
of a mcro-hydropower system |In addition, there were other significant
advancenent benefits when it cones to education, gender equality and
wel | ness. Decentral i zed Energy Gain access to and the M I I ennium
Advancenent Goal s provi des concl usive proof these transfornative
benefits and recommends that Nepal, and countries like it, scale up
I nvestnents in the m cro-hydropower program
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