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The Cccupy novenent in Hong Kong was sustai ned for approxi mately 80 days
due to governnent tol erance, the presence of determ ned partici pants,
and a weak | eadership. In addition, sustained protest may not only
result in nore dramatic action, however they also bring about the
diffusion of protests or result in significant policy adjustnents.
Unl i ke other social actions, such as the 1989 Ti anannen novenment, the
Qccupy notion reached its peak of participation at the begi nning, making
it difficult to sustain the nonentum The presence of determ ned
I ndi vi dual s who thought we would stay until the governnent responded was
crucial to the sustaining of the novenent. These self-sel ected
i ndi vi dual s were caught in a dilema between fruitless occupation and
reluctance to retreat without a success. The notion | asted al so because
t he poor | eadership was struggling to force the governnment to concede or
devi se techniques for making a "graceful exit. Sustained protests are
worth anal ysis because they not nerely reveal the broad social context
In which the protests occur and persist but also explain the dynam cs of
the escalation or the decline of the protests. This book devel ops a new
framework to explain the sustaining of decentralized protest in the
absence of strong novenent organi zations and | eadership."” As a result,
site clearance becane the common choice of both federal governnment and
the protestors. The governnent tol erated the occupati on because its
prelimnary use of force, in particular teargas, was counterproductive
and provoked | arge-scal e participation.
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