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Betty Quan' who bow to every passing neals fad.s sizzling initial novel
reveal s the dark aspect of fine dining. Al essandro Juiliani stars as
Jereny Papier, a brilliant young Parisian-trai ned chef, who'll do just
about anything to keep his high-end Vancouver cafe, Mpnkey's Paw Bistro,
afl oat. Jereny, who views the cooking sector in terns of gang warfare,
is normally a self-styled "Bloodstream "™ a believer in preparing
unpretentious neals fromfresh, |ocal substances. He has only contenpt
for the "s eccentric professor dad —s full-cast dramati zation of Tinothy
Tayl or' However when his latest financial rip-off fails, Jereny is
forced to strike a deal with the devil by nmeans of Dante Beal e (pl ayed
by Scott Hyl ands) chain of gournet coffee shops. Blend in Jereny', the
owner of an undeniably "Crip"Crips" who lives with the honeless in
Stanl ey Recreation area —and a decades-old nystery concerning two
nmur der ed ki ds, and you have a tantalizing concoction of satire and
suspense.
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Didn't even finish. After reading all of the reviews, | decided to buy
it. It provides its nonments. After that there is normally Dante, his
father's nei ghbor who's a relatively cutthroat businessnman attenpting to
dom nate the restaurant world. | initially |ooked because of this book
after reading a satisfying article by the witer in "Cooking Light"
magazi ne.. his STANLEY PARK is a true feast for the mnd. | go through
cookbooks for fun and generally finish 2-3 books weekly. However, just


http://bit.ly/2Tge8Fv
http://bit.ly/2Tge8Fv

as much as | struggled, |I finally gave up half nethod through the
reserve. | hate quitting on a book - waste materials of ny noney and
time, but | truly thought that in this case, it was worthwhile. |If you
are any thing like ne, and |li ke to be "hooked" imrediately, unable to
put a reserve down because it's that good, then this is not the reserve
for you. There are nunerous flashbacks, and nunerous aspect digressions
into preparing food." This book had not been even close. It didn't hold
nmy interest and the subpl ot which appeared way out of remaining field, |
didn't care about. Sonebody conpared (or at least |ikened) this book to
"Kitchen Confidential," yet | didn't find anything renotely close. Tayl or
al so nicely captures Jereny's panic of 'selling out' to Dante;
nevert hel ess, for ne personally, he failed on placing everything
together. Sadly for Jereny, what he offers in talent, he lacks in
financial acunen, and his cafe (The Mnkey's Paw) is usually
continuously on the verge of conprehensive coll apse. Reservations are
usual ly required. Food is good, and everyone knows it. Wiy do we

conti nuously shovel it down our throats without a thought as to the
preparation, the display, the easy TASTE of the conpound? W are in need
of food, but we hardly ever give two thoughts concerning its true

i nportance in our |ives. Tinothy Tayl or has cone to the sane concl usion,
that man has overl ooked the nobility of food and its own prepartion for

| ong enough. It is time to remnd the common fol k of what great food can
be, an entire encounter that can be savoured in one's mnd for weeks on
end. Tayl or, nevertheless, falters in a subplot regarding the past

di sappearance of two children in Stanley Park many decades earlier. |I'm
a wanna-end up being foodie and | ove readi ng books set in the restaurant
wor | d; STANLEY PARK (naned after a fanobus recreation area in Vancouver

Uk Colunbia) follows the exploits of Jereny Papier, chef par excell ance.
Fine dining fromunforeseen sources Food nay be the staple of |ifestyle,
t he nost prinordial conponent of mankind' s continuing survival. Jereny
Is a Blood; that is, a chef respectful of regional culinary traditions
and custons, using only |local nmake for his neals. He finds it nore and
nore difficult to conplenment wits with the Crips, chefs who consider

t hensel ves artists 1st and forenost, creating unusual neals though

unort hodox m xtures of foods (eg., Prawns with Spiced Yam Wafers, G appa
and Thai G nger Cream. In a tradition where being hip has been odd,
Jereny is normally all the odder for sticking to his Blood guns. Enhance
the mx a grow ng pressure by fanous espresso busi nessman Dante (owner
of Dante's Inferno coffeehouses, a thinly veiled assault on Starbucks)to
get Jereny's talent and cafe, and a dad who has taken to living in
Stanley Park to study the honel ess, and Jereny's lifestyle has used on
nyt hi c proportions of personal angst.Having lately taken friends tw ce
to the Garden Roomin Anchuca, | can verify that the best restaurants
usual Iy do not advertise. the highs, the lows, the dizzying rate of
preparing food and services, the exhaustion of a day's work, the
satisfaction of creating sonething that will becone destroyed within a



few m nutes. Tayl or captures the focussed pressure of a busy restaurant
that will be intimtely acquainted with anyone in the assistance

I ndustry, and possibly stupefying to anyone w thout prior experience. He
I s undercapitalized, and gets in over his head, trying to |live on bank
cards by creatively kiting personal debt fromone card to another.

Tayl or's descriptions of neals rank anong the best, al ongside Laura
Esqui vel 's LI KE WATER FOR CHOCOLATE and an especially vivid passage from
Ri chard Condon's PRI ZZI'S HONOUR that still haunts this reviewer years
| ater on. And Jereny's efforts to avoid the collapse of his desire are
on par with the desperate real-life attenpts to stave off bankruptcy in
Johnathan Harr's A CIVIL Actions, but significantly funnier. H's
conposi ng was very great; as an antidote, he starts to hang out with his
father every night in the recreation area, preparing foods for the
honel ess from whatever materials are readily available in a big park
(use your creativity). Jereny's ultimte success, conbining these two
di verse factions of his |life, leads to your final work of culinary
greatness that is all the nore appealing for its rather uncommon nenu.
Taylor has risen to this challenge with adm rable verve; He is al so

di stracted by his dad who has Jereny planning foods fromthe bounty of
the land (including ducks fromthe park's |agoon) for the honeless. It
really is an interesting story, but it jars the reader away for the
primary plot, rather than firmy gels as a full elenent of the story.In
any other case, STANLEY PARK is a pleasure to read, a wondrous creation
nearly equal to the foodstuffs Jereny creates. The actual fact that the
nmouth waters at Taylor's descriptions of Jereny's feasts is usually
proof enough of his talent as a witer. Luckily, Taylor may al so pull
off an interesting plot with inpressive characterizations as well.

Al nost a cookbook | have to trust a previous reviewer that this is an
odd publication, and that nmakes it hard to rate. | used to function in
the restaurant business and | possibly could truly relate to "Kitchen
Confidential. The primary plot is approximately Jereny Papier, a man who
has received training as a chef, and who wi shes to have his own upscal e
restaurant. There is a secondary plot about his father, who is an

ant hr opol ogi st living anong the honeless in Stanley Recreation area to
be able to gather materials for his next book.. Add in a sprinkling of
t he homel ess, surviving in Stanley Park, various people in the food

i ndustry, and busi nesses issuing bank cards, and you possess a conpl ex
pl ot. Jereny can be an outstandi ng chef, but a poor businessman who does
not need financial training. The anmbunt of skill and work that nmay go
into every neal can be rendered with ideal prose; Wiile Jereny's father
turns into infatuated with the rnyth that has grown around the kids,
Taylor's final neaning concerning this subplot renains anbi guous at
best. There exists a side issue as his father is obsessed with the
unsol ved nurders of two children in the recreation area about 50 years
earlier. You wll also learn a |l ot about living off the land, including
how to capture starlings, ducks, and actually swans. The novel seens to



start out slow, and is a slowread, but it gets interesting as you reach
the finish.. Wien you can the part about the raccoons, you will be

| aughi ng out | oud. Dante discovers there is normally payback and, of
training course, the hero continues on.Aas coul d be expected, Tayl or
excels in his detailed descriptions of l[ifestyle within a cafe; You have
to know where they are so when they are open up. They have one seatings
wth limted tables. Wthout neals, w thout sustenance, man w thers and
dies, enpty and unsatisfied. Be prepared to spend just a little noney,
however the food is worthy of the price.
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