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When the world was still reeling fromthe staggering |osses incurred in
the First World War, an unknown scul ptor was raising a col ossal nonunent
in France, where therefore many of his countrymen had fought and died.
At the centre of a | arge cast of characters can be Kl ara Becker, the
gr anddaughter of a nmaster carver, a seanstress haunted by a |love affair
cut short by the First Wrld Battle and by the frequent disappearances
of her brother Tilman, afflicted since childhood with wanderl ust. Moving
froma German-settled village in Ontario to Europe after the G eat War,
The Stone Carvers cones after the paths of immgrants, |abourers, and
dreaners and of two peopl e whose lives are marked by obsession and
changed by artwork. Unveiled in 1936, the Menorial at Viny Ridge stil
stands as a stark rem nder of the a | arge nunber of Canadi ans who
offered their lives in France and as a testament to the vision and
si ngl e-m nded obsession of its architect, Walter Allward. Sweeping
across three countries and two centuries, The Rock Carvers brings
together two | ong-estranged siblings and a visionary nineteenth-century
German priest with the tale of the obsessive Walter Allward. G asping
her character types as few authors do, Jane Urquhart carves a radi ant
and enduring tale sinultaneously vivid, dark and redenpti ve.
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A novel about art | read Urquharts "Aside" before the Stone Carvers. The
scul pture is definitely consigned to reduction. As in Apart, the Rock
Carvers is set on tw continents, 1st Canada and France. The aut hor
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truly takes you there. The structure permts the background of every
character to evolve in soft installnents, but with snooth clarity.".
(This happens as well seldom) | slowy recognized that whereas Away was
about the character types, the Rock Carvers is in fact about artwork and
handi craft.. The solid femal e character, the fantastic |ike affairs, the
wanderi ng brother, were inportant, but secondary, background designs to
the desire for and the like of art."l went for a walk. We find out so
much in regards to a small conponent of Canada, and have to admre the
settlers in the past due 1800's and early 1900's who had been willing to
battle this environment in a wilderness for a hone of their very own. The
t heme of "wandering" in both books intrigues ne and nmakes ne w sh |
could sit straight dowmn with the author and have her if she's every
experi enced soneone like this in her own life. In Anay the the necessity
to be near a big body of water nekes the heroi ne keep her husband, child
and baby. In the Rock Carvers, it is not so nmuch the necessity to arrive
as it may be the need to get away.| fear W haven't done this novel
justice, and, of program W wouldn't want to |l et you know the story. |
resided with ny artist hubby for 40 years, therefore i amvery tuned
into the artistic side of things. In this 5th novel, her eccentric,
parochi al individuals enmerge fromthe harsh, often punishing 19t h-
century scenery of a pioneer conmmunity in Southwest Ontario and stretch
out to today's nonunent of the 20th century. It is rich plenty of to
charmto every reader. As different since it was from Aside, | loved it
as much and | strongly encourage you to learn it.. Redenption through

ti nber and stone Jane Urquhart offers denonstrated in A Map of Cup and
Joseph really wants to pass on his artisan skills to his boy, Dieter,

but it is Dieter's child, Kl ara, who blossons quietly mainly because a
carver, and in addition learns to understand tailoring from her

gr andnot her. how a person can be transfornmed by the energy of art and
menory. The characters are occasionally nmade entire, or shattered, or
both. OGthers mght find this novel froma conpletely unique point of
view Al lward: "Carve it together with your heart then.. He lands in the
val | ey of Shoneval, a farmng and mll city of hard working people who
haven't had the tinme or inclination to attend church, and lures themto
Mass by arranging a Corpus Christi procession that invites community
participation and planning. W are | aunched to Jospeh Becker, a farner
and wood-carver with a rare talent, who befriends Father Gstir and
creates beautiful scul ptures for the new church. The one thing m ssing
for the priest is definitely a bell. He is obsessed wth obtaining one,
as he was in Bavaria--and overl ooked by the King. H s obsession can be
one of the character's fanatical wi shes in this publication.The story
progresses non-linearly, but wth active forward novenent. | felt as
though | were living in a wilderness Canadi an village, and standing on
an ordinary, in front of an enornous nonunent in France. The

Under pai nter Her brother, Tilman, naned for the great scul ptor Til man
Ri enenschneider, is definitely too restive to remain and nake figures-in-



the-circular fromlinmewod;, he's a wanderlust, and | eaves the famly
when he's twelve after his parents chain himto the barn for roam ng too
often and too nmuch fromyour hone. Al so, Urquharts |ove of her native
Canada cones through sinply as highly in this novel as in the | ast
one... W followed the street. Wth Eanon dropped, she felt connected to
no one. he linked to a bridge and conpared it to hone:"He | oved that
bridge with a child' s |love, the way a boy will |ove a tree house. Dad
Gstir was sent by the tone of voice of God and King Ludwi g fromthe
pastoral scenery of Bavaria to the outback of Ontario, to mnister to
German- Catholic comunities."All her faith was gone and with it the
desire to have carving, for making sonething spiritual out of real

wood. But he loved it too in ways peculiar to his own nature, since it
gave himshelter without closing himin.lgnore it out of your center and
into the stone."Til man becones a hobo, and learns a | esson about |ove
from unusual occasions. The prodigal son's return is fraught with
signifying and a courageous stride into the future. Tilman functions in
stoveworks for a while with Refuto's son, Grogio, trying to tane his
nmeandering spirit, but takes off to becone |isted on as a soldier in WV
1. He neets another tranp, Refuto, on his travels, who enfolds himinto
his big, Italian, warmhearted famly nenbers. There is indeed nuch to
di scuss about the final chapters, nonetheless it is difficult to
acconplish w thout adding spoilers. Her sorrow and subsequent repression
stens froma tragic relationship with a young guy, Eanon O Sullivan,
when she was twenty. Eanon was seduced by aeroplanes into WV 1, and
departs to follow a burning dreamof |earning to be a pilot. She devotes
herself to the church also to her seanstress activities, and enbraces
her spinster self. | have been so inpressed with Anay, |loved it

actually, that | feared another reserve could never live up to Away.."As
he wandered, he enbraced the spines of hills and the vocabul ary of
drinking water;"The thenmes of the tale get together in the third portion
of the novel, near Arras, France, where sculptor Walter Allward is

conm ssioned to nake a nonunent to the Canadi an sol diers who died at
Viny Ridge during WM. Urquhart synthesizes the real existence Allward
into her novel to herald a conpelling story of loss cunulating into
redenpti on, obsession into letting go, repression into interest, and the
prevailing, ubiquitous power of storage and the salvation of art.At
first, | actually had difficulty adjusting to the [ast section of the
novel , which renoved ne fromthe charm ng village of Shovenal. However,
Urquhart convinced ne, ultimately, by having her notifs and designs to
this climactic achievenent in history, a nonunent of storage, arranged
by the obsessive Al lward but animted by his artisans. Even the change
fromwood-carving to marble is normally synbolic, as the |ifel ess stone
is taken to lifestyle in significant, poignant ways. Kl ara Becker, an
attractive seanstress, has worked on a tinber carving of a nedieval
abess for over 20 years, and finally abandons it to the barn with her
grief intact. Her characters have a tendency to be repressed, isolated,



and sexual ly chaste, or proceed through a | ong period of continence
after a short, signifying affair within their youth.. Al though the

I ndi vi dual characters are inportant, what remained with ne were the
perfect bell, the rock church, the reddi sh colored vest, the obsession
with tinber carving, the obsession with perfection, the novenent from
real wood carving to rock carving, (until then I kept thinking why the
book was titled the Stone Carvers) and the broodi ng overpowering final
mast er pi ece of design. There have been no i npenetrable wall space, no
doors that m ght contain |locks. It had been a book that stayed with ne
and that | continue steadily to think about.
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