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The Marrano Legacy chronicles the astounding, intensely personal
correspondence between two strangers fromdifferent countries who shared
t he unusual connection with discovering within their teens that they
were Jews: "Sinon," a descendant of Spain's nedieval Marranos who
submtted to baptismto escape the Inquisition, and Trudi Al exy who
survi ved the Hol ocaust when her famly fled from Prague to Paris and hid
I n Fascist Spain as hastily baptized Catholics. Schul weis, author of For
Those Who Can't Believe Sinon provides lived the hazardous lifestyle of
a Crypto-Jewi sh Catholic priest, providing security to a large comunity
of top secret Jews living as Catholics in a Latin American country.
"Trudi Al exy has created a spellbinding reserve revealing the
cl andestine lives of people of our situations who had been coerced to
cover up their identities. Wthin their correspondence, Al exy shares her
very own internal conflicts as she struggles to understand why Sinon
continues to live in constant danger of discovery by both Catholics and
mai nstream Jews, westling with doubts and coping wth personal
tragedies that nearly trigger himto abandon his faith in God and his
Jewi sh identification. This is sinply not a work of fiction. The
I ndi vidual s presented are real people encountered by the witer and they
i ncl ude confessional letters that instruct us about the gain and | osses
of self-revelation."-Rabbi Harold MFifty years |later, when she set out
to recapture her |ost Jewi sh identity, she uncovered a spiritual kinship
wi th the nedi eval Marranos who, though these were forced to cover their
Jewi shness, held with their ancient traditions in key.

Download PDF |

conti nue reading



http://bit.ly/2Tge8Fv
http://bit.ly/2Tge8Fv

Revi ew of The Marrano Legacy "The Marrano Legacy"” by Trudi Alexy is
anong finest books |I have read lately. Wth 149 web pages, it is a fast
go through. Additionally it is a nust-read for everybody who is thinking
about this subject. Personal Torture Wonderfully informative. She
touches on her behalf own life and relates it to the |letters which go
back and forth between her and "Sinmon".It all appears |ike Internet
trolling if you ask ne, I'msorry: sonme young person sonmewhere was
jerking Ms.. The reserve is beautifully created and quite revealing
about both Ms Al exy and "Sinon" though his anonymty offers been
preserved. | found it shifting because | ama Jewi sh Child Survivor of
t he Hol ocaust and, following the war (Wrld Battle I1) was over, still
had to hide nmy Jew shness because ny parents explained so, so it was
possible for ne to relate with "Sinon's" circunstance. |If anyone is not

now very interested in crypto-Jews, you will certainly be after you read
this book. I would - and indeed will - highly reconmend this publication
to everyone. Hiding becones a habit and this holds true for "Sinon"
aswell. Ms Alexy explains in her Prologue what sort of story that is:

"an intensely personal” one, both on her behalf and the crypto-Jew sh
priest "Sinon". The emails and added di al ogue gives one an insight in to
the enotional dilemm of crypto Jews and ot her people who |lead a
"doubl e" existence. Well witten This book is well witten and covers a
great deal of the history of marrano's as well. Al exy's nysterious,
secretive priest has sone idea of the harmhe inflicted on her behalf
reserve by refusing to becone forthcom ng, refusing to response
guestions, refusing to neet, therefore forth--to an absurd and needl ess
extent. appreciative Very informative mainly because ny children's
father is/was Marrono. Left ne feeling a little baffled.. The Prol ogue
also clarifies what is nmeant by a "crypto-Jew'. I'mgrateful to
opportunity for comng across it in the library and recomend it to
anyone of "blended" cultural or religious origin. Don't believe I
believe all of the priest is saying but the author is worth
readi ng. " Si non' s" voiced assertions that he is delighted by her
publ i shing news and that he desires her to tell his tale are

di si ngenuous, considering what | engths to which he has truly gone to
avoid offering any answers to her questions beyond the nbst vague--then
creating a disaster to excuse staying away froma neeting, followed by a
termnally broken heart to excuse closing all comruni cation about Crypto-
Judai sm Specifically vile was "Si non's" announcenent that two youthfu
Ashkenazi Jewi sh nen evidently traveled to his little town sonewhere in
Latin America and nurdered his uncle, a Catholic priest (decades
before), because he was a Crypto-Jew. vile because he then refused to go
over the incident additional, and soon afterwards stopped cooperating.
As it stands, it is certainly only a nmean fiction.Apparently in the end
he becane a nonsecul ar type of interfaith person, which really is a
shanme if, mainly because he clainms, he was the end-product of 500 years



of lovingly maintained Jewish tradition in his famly. They are very
noving letters, painful letters frequently, which explore intensely
personal enotions. Jews the world over study hard to be able to
undertake their full duties as adult Jews. Back in those days--'98 and
'99--that was all too common.If this is the inpression "Sinon" has
remaining us with, he'll be clear around: it is all our fault!W worship
wth several ex-"Crypto-Jews,"” and | could tell you that nman is
certainly not their finest representative. Al exy around for the nere
sake of entertainnent--and after that started desperately casting around
for ways to get out of the ruse.H s fury seened to affect Ms. Crypto-
Jews have hidden for 500 years, he says, therefore despite their |arge
Catholic credentials, Jews should just believe them and wel cone them as
fully educated, bar mtzvah'd Jews! Serious questions Just a note to

I ndicate that the two earlier reviewers' comments are unfair to _The
Marrano Legacy . Al our fault for not only knuckling under and
bel i evi ng what ever any stranger chooses to clai mabout his very own
heritage. That's howit's carried out. Al exy deeply, but perhaps didn't
make her extrenely angry because she herself have been a conceal ed Jew,
and so was by description not one of those at whom her priestly pen-pa
was therefore enraged.|l don't know whether to be angry at a fraud who
targeted an honest and caring girl or a priest who showed hinself to
possess a shallowintellect and fragile personality.l did so enjoy
readi ng the reserve because the author's design is engagi ng and she
actually is forthcom ng, sincere, and genuine. |I'll probably read her
previ ous book, "The Mezuzah in the Madonna's Foot," which appears |ike
it is just filled with verifiable and interesting stories. Utimtely he
Is so angry at Jews for not really welcom ng Crypto-Jews as al ready- bar
mtzvah'd Jews (though he has evidently not even attenpted) that he
rejects Judaismentirely. Trudi Alexy is conpletely aware that she's no
physi cal proof the presence of her nysterious Crypto-Jew sh
correspondent and di scusses this problemin her book. Additionally it is
nore than obvious that she is aware that the Sephardic Jews who
converted to Christianity did this never to get away the Inquisition,

but to stay in their native property, Spain; the Inquisition prosecuted
t hem as Judai zi ng Christians, nuch | ess Jews. The book poses serious
guestions about group and religious identity and is incredibly well
witten. | hope M.
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