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The development of autonomous decentralized systems is being driven by growth in the power,
intelligence, and openness of computer, communication, and control technologies. the 58
papers collected here reflect facets of that theme from versions and protocols to security to
performance evaluation. The concentrate of the March 2001 meeting represented by this
proceedings, kept in Dallas, was e-commerce; Such systems, made up of autonomous and
decentralized components, are expected to have the characteristics of living systems, and
demand for them is definitely increasing along with fast changes in culture and the overall
economy. Contributors represent the US, Japan, European countries, Australia, South Africa,
Taiwan, Singapore, and India. Indexed by author but not by subject. Annotation c. Book
Information, Inc.com), Portland, OR (booknews.
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